JOHN B. MAESTRI

February 13, 1924 - July 17, 2024

John B. Maestri, 100, of Howlett Hill, passed away peacefully at home July 17,
2024 surrounded by his loving family. John was born in Prezzo, Italy on
February 13, 1924 to parents Celeste and Maria (Tafelli) Maestri. After
immigrating to America as a young child, he was raised in Solvay and
Lakeland. After attending Solvay High School, he apprenticed at Smith and
Caffrey Co., where he learned and developed his iron working skills. In 1943
he joined the US Coast Guard where he proudly served as a Fireman First
Class during WWII. He served on the USS “Billy” Mitchell in the European and
Pacific theaters.

After returning from the war, he and his brother Bert started Solvay Iron Works
in their parent’s Lakeland garage. Over the next 65 years the company
employed hundreds of local workers. He was proud of the numerous
construction projects that Solvay Iron was part of across New York State and
beyond.

In 1956 John married Frances Kogut and together they raised three
daughters. They were parishioners of St Joseph’s Church of Camillus. John
was a founding member of the Solvay-Geddes Lions Club, member of the
Knights of Columbus, Tyrol Club of Solvay, and the Napoleonic Historical
Society. He was an avid gardener taking pleasure in growing vegetables and
roses. He enjoyed playing golf at Tuscarora Golf Club, hunting, fishing,
bowling, and traveling with friends and family, including a few trips back to his
beloved homeland in the Tyrolean Dolomites. He was a fan of the TV show



“Columbo” and was a voracious reader of non-fiction. John lived life to its
fullest, enjoying many adventures, interests, and stories too numerous to list
and invoking precious memories.

John was predeceased by his parents and his cherished sister, Tina.

John is survived by his loving wife of 68 years, Fran, his beloved daughters,
Rebecca (Jean Hacken), of Arlington, VA, Sheila, of Syracuse, and Jacqueline
(David, Jr) Marrs, of Marietta; his treasured grandchildren, Andrea (Anthony
Markusz) Marrs and John (Hannah Comstock) Marrs; his devoted brother,
Bert Maestri, and many nieces, nephews, and godchildren.

John greatly appreciated the many years of exceptional care he received from
his saintly caregivers including Shelly (aka Wilson), Tina, Kathy, Marilyn and
Angie.

In the words of John: “Ciao for now...”

Family and friends may call from 4:00 PM-7:00 PM Monday, July 22, 2024 at
BAGOZZI TWINS FUNERAL HOME, 2601 Milton Avenue. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated 11:30 AM Tuesday, July 23, 2024 at St.
Marianne Cope Parish - Our Lady of Peace Church, 203 Holcomb St. in
Lakeland. Burial with Military Honors will follow in Onondaga County Veterans
Memorial Cemetery, Syracuse.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made in John’s memory to Howlett Hill
Fire Department, 3384 Howlett Hill Rd, Syracuse, NY 13215, Hospice of CNY,
990 Seventh North St, Liverpool, NY 13088 (www.hospicecny.org) or ECHO
Meals on Wheels, 4600 W. Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 13219 (www.echomeal
sonwheelswest.com).

Please share online memories and tributes at www.bagozzitwins.com.



Cemetery Details

Onondaga County Veteran's Memorial Cemetery

4069 Howlett Hill Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13215

Previous Events

Calling Hours

JUL 22. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

BAGOZZI TWINS FUNERAL HOME
2601 Milton Avenue

Solvay, NY 13209
info@bagozzitwinsfh.com
http://www.bagozzitwins.com

Mass of Christian Burial

JUL 23. 11:30 AM (ET)

ST. MARIANNE COPE PARISH; OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH
203 HALCOMB ST.
SYRACUSE, NY 13209
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Tribute Wall

l Bagozzi Twins Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of

JOHN B. MAESTRI

BAGOZZI TWINS FUNERAL HOME, INC. - July 19, 2024 at 06:58 PM

Sheila

| am so sorry to hear about your Dad. | am sorry | was unable to
attend the calling hours or services. | have been out of town for a
few weeks and just arrived home on Thursday. | was just catching
up on the news | missed and saw the news article and obituary. |
am sure you will miss him.

Mark Reid
Mreid58@aol.com

Mark Reid - July 26, 2024 at 10:52 PM


mailto:Mreid58@aol.com

Dear Mrs. Maestri and Family,

| was fortunate enough to work closely with the Lions Club on a
number of occasions over the years and every time | met Mr.
Maestri, | was struck by both the force of his personality and the
quality of his intellect. His passion for his family shone through in
everything he did, from his work for the Solvay Geddes Lions Club,
and his efforts championing for the pediatric hematology oncology
playroom (where | was the child-life specialist). It was years ago, but
I send my heartfelt condolences to everyone who loved him.
Sincerely,

Marilyn (Tickner) McNamara

Marilyn (Tickner) McNamara - July 22, 2024 at 12:43 PM

Danielle & Scoftt purchased the Be My Love Bouq

uet with Red Roses for the family of JOHN B.
MAESTRI.

Danielle & Scott - July 21, 2024 at 07:31 PM

Danielle & Scott planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of JOHN B.
MAESTRI.

Danielle & Scott - July 21, 2024 at 07:31 PM
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I have so many wonderful memories of being at Mr.& Mrs. Maestri's
house. | would have to say one of my favorites was when Mr.
Maestri made me a blood sister to Sheila and made me a part of
their family. He always made me laugh, he had a great sense of
humor. | learned how to play Bocce ball at their annual summer
parties. He was a wonderful Father to his girls he will be greatly
missed. Rest in peace Mr. Maestri.

Lori Sidor - July 19, 2024 at 08:47 PM

30 files added to the album Life Tributes

BAGOZZI TWINS FUNERAL HOME, INC. - July 19, 2024 at 02:20 PM

Joseph m Ducar purchased the Divine Peace Bo
uquet for the family of JOHN B. MAESTRI.

Joseph m Ducar - July 19, 2024 at 10:21 AM
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Joseph m Ducar planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of JOHN B.
MAESTRI.

Joseph m Ducar - July 19, 2024 at 10:21 AM



